Introduced by Council Members Corrigan, Bishop, Clark, Davis, Fussell, Gaffney, Graham, Holt, Hyde, Jabour, Johnson, M. Jones, W. Jones, Joost, Lee, Redman, Shad, Webb and Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2008-208
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING BONNIE GRISSETT ON THE OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT AS THE RIVERSIDE AVONDALE PRESERVATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS,
Riverside Avondale Preservation (RAP), was founded in 1974, by a group of 25 neighbors and established RAP’s mission to enhance and preserve the architecture, history, cultural heritage, and economic viability of Riverside and Avondale; and
WHEREAS,
for nearly 30 years, RAP has served the area as a civic improvement organization to insure the neighborhood’s special qualities are enhanced and preserved;  
WHEREAS,
in 1992, the RAP Executive Board hired Bonnie Grissett to be the Executive Director, which in essence, is the liaison, spokes person, public relations person, and professional community activist and coalition builder; and 
WHEREAS,
after 16 years of dedication to the Riverside Avondale area, Ms. Grissett is retiring from the Executive Director position; and 

WHEREAS, during Ms. Grissett’s tenure and under her guidance, the Riverside Avondale Area was designated a historic district, this undertaking included notifying 5,300 property owners in a 1,545 acre area, the neighborhood designation qualifies the RAP Historic District as one of the largest historic neighborhoods in the country; and 

WHEREAS, Ms. Grissett was instrumental in shepherding the Park and King and the Five Points Town Center Initiatives to fruition which furthered RAP’s mission of economic viability for the Riverside and Avondale area; and 
WHEREAS, Ms. Grissett played a vital role in the ongoing Riverside Avondale overlay process which will be introduced for City Council deliberation later this year; and 

WHEREAS, on an annual basis, Ms. Grissett oversaw numerous key projects including the Home Tour, the Arts Festival, and Luminaria; and

WHEREAS,
Bonnie has accomplished all of these mile stones, while running the day to day, and as is the case with many meetings, night to night, operations required of the Riverside Avondale Executive Director, including monthly Jacksonville Historic Preservation Meetings, City Council and Council Committee meetings, RAP Executive Board Meetings, ShadCo, RADO, and community meetings; and 
WHEREAS, Ms. Grissett is retiring from RAP and her presence will be greatly missed by her many friends and admirers; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Bonnie Grissett and expresses the City’s and the community’s gratitude for her contributions to the Riverside-Avondale Preservation initiatives. The efforts of Ms. Grissett have resulted in improved quality of life for both the commercial and residential neighbors and to the betterment of the community.  The City of Jacksonville, on the occasion of her retirement, wishes her many more years of health and happiness in her new phase of life.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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